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Newsletter - September 2018 

/ƘŀƛǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

The past quarter has been a busy one, with preparations for the Combined NZSOLD ANCOLD Conference in Oct 
2019, attendance at ICOLD meetings in Vienna, updating our contribution to the ICOLD World Register of Dams, 
our first NZSOLD photo competition, a successful Failure Modes Workshop in Auckland and our Young 
Professionals gearing up to represent us at the Week of Engineering in Wellington.  

Combined NZSOLD ANCOLD Conference 9-11 Oct 2019, Auckland 

With dates and venues secured, we are now finalising the theme for our next combined conference with our 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǳƭƭƳŀƴ IƻǘŜƭΣ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
Function at Harbourside (old Auckland Ferry Building), Conference Dinner at the Auckland Museum and Watercare 
hosting the post-conference tour.  Get the dates into your diary. 

ICOLD Meeting, Vienna, July 2018 

The ICOLD meeting was attended by 7 members from NZ.  We were represented on 5 Technical Committees as 
follows: 

o Committee B: Seismic Aspects of Dam Design ς celebrating 50th anniversary (Dr Trevor Matuschka) 

o Committee G: Environment (Peter Amos) 

o Committee I: Public Safety Around Dams (Vice-Chair: Peter Lilley) 

o Committee N: Public Awareness and Education (Chair: Peter Mulvihill) 

o Committee LE: Levees (David Bouma) 

It was my pleasure to represent us at the Asia Pacific Group meeting and the General Assembly. We invited our 
APG colleagues to join us for our combined conference with ANCOLD next year, which was met with great 
enthusiasm.  During the General Assembly, Michael Rogers, Stantec USA, was elected the new President of ICOLD.  

Our purpose in belonging to ICOLD remains to ensure we are internationally benchmarked, and contributing to 
and influencing the shape of relevant technical bulletins.  Two items of interest at this meeting were learnings 
from the Oroville dam spillway incident and the new focus on levees and flood control structures.  NZSOLD are 
partnering with the NZ River Managers Forum in these early stages of the Levees committee. 

Specific event reports are included in this newsletter.  

Farewell to Ken Roberts 

After almost 30 years on the NZSOLD Management Committee and Chair from 2008-2011, Ken Roberts had his last 
meeting with ǳǎ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ YŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ b½{h[5 ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀƛƭǳǊŜ 
Modes Workshop. 

hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎΩ ǇŀǎǘΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ YŜƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
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contribution to NZSOLD.  Personally, in his recent role as Treasurer, Ken has always given good, sound, economically 
focused advice.  We wish you all the best Ken! 

Dam Safety Regulations 

There is no further update from MBIE regarding Regulations.  In keeping with history, dam safety does not seem to 
ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ нлмр b½ 5ŀƳ {ŀŦŜǘȅ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
NZ dam industry.  

The committee are keen to receive your input, suggestions and feedback on any matters, so please contact us -our 
details are available on www.nzsold.org.nz or you can email nzsoldcommittee@gmail.com 

 

Kind regards,  

Rebecca Knott   -   Chair 

Young Professionals Group - Week of Engineering Expo 

Many thanks to the group of Wellington based NZSOLD YPG members who put together a fantastic interactive stand 
at the recent Week of Engineering Expo in Wellington.  This is the first time NZSOLD has participated in this event. The 
team got great engagement and feedback from all who attended, and from the event organisers at Engineering NZ. 
Franceska Strano who is Co-Chair of the NZSOLD Young Professionals Group, lead the organising and attendance of 
this and had the following comments after the event: 

ά{ƻǇƘƛŜ ²ƛƭƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ όΨ5ŀƳ LΩƳ DƻƻŘΩύ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ƘƛǘΗ 

 

 

Our stall was kept busy all day with the kids getting stuck into our interactive activity of building mini dams, and asking 
ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘŀƳ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΗ 

tŜǘŜǊ CƻȄΩǎ ŦƭȅŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊeat too. The older kids and the parents showed great 
interest in the flyers and said they were of great help for kids preparing for NCEA and University. 

My favourite moments came when parents of the older attendees (13years +) gave us a big thumbs up and a thank 
you for chatting to their teenagers about all the opportunities the dam industry has to offer. I really enjoyed the little 
smarty pants kids that stuck around and learnt the answers to the 'what is a dam?' and 'what types of dams are 
there?' questions, and then started explaining it for us, to all the new kids that showed up at our stall!  We had a few 
parents who proudly explained to their children that their grandfathers had either contributed to building or designing 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎt iconic dams such as the Clyde Dam and that made me smile. I loved it when kids ran over 
to our stall and their parents told us that that the Dam stall was the one they had wanted to see the most that day and 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ ŘŀƳΦέ 

http://www.nzsold.org.nz/
mailto:nzsoldcommittee@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events 

ANCOLD 2018 - DAMS: EVOLVING WITH MODERN TECHNOLOGY 

 

http://www.ancoldconference.com.au/  

 

AFRICA 2019: WATER STORAGE AND HYDROPOWER DEVELOPMENT FOR AFRICA 

Windhoek, Namibia, 2-4 April 2019 

International Journal on Hydropower and Dams in partnership with ICOLD. 
 

WORLD HYDROPOWER CONGRESS: PARIS 14- 16 MAY 2019 

The World Hydropower Congress brings together industry, government, finance and civil society to set priorities for 
the future of the sector.  

The seventh congress will be held in Paris, France between 14-16 May 2019. The event is organised by the 
International Hydropower Associatioƴ όLI!ύ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ¦b9{/hΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IȅŘǊƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
Programme.  

Read more here. 
 

ICOLD 87TH ANNUAL MEETING 
 

8-14 June 2019, Ottawa (Canada)  
 
The Canadian Dam Association is honoured to be hosting the International 
Commission on Large Dams' 2019 Annual Meeting in the nation's capital: Ottawa. 

Theme: Sustainable and Safe Dams around the World 

Read more here.  
 
Note that this conference is calling now for abstracts. Submissions close on 29 September 2018. Submit abstracts 
online here 
 

http://www.ancoldconference.com.au/
http://congress.hydropower.org/
https://www.cda.ca/ICOLD_2019/ICOLD_2019_Home.aspx
http://www.icold-cigb2019.ca/abstracts-and-technical-papers/
http://www.ancoldconference.com.au/
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NZSOLD/ANCOLD CONFERENCE 2019 

Auckland 9-11 October 2019 

Theme: Resilient dams for resilient communities 

Save the date. More details to follow! 

Photo Competition 2018 

As part of the ongoing development of our website, NZSOLD ran a photo competition. We now have a great selection 
of photos to put on our website that illustrate New Zealand dams and dam engineering.  Thanks to all who 
participated. Congratulations to the winning photographers as follows: 

 

 

 

FIRST PLACE:  LOWER NIHOTUPU DAM SPILLWAY 

OWNED BY WATERCARE SERVICES LTD 

PHOTO BY KERRYN SWANEPOEL (WATERCARE) 

 



 

 

NZSOLD Newsletter September 2018  

 

 

 

2ND PLACE: RUATANIWHA DAM AND SPILLWAY  

OWNED BY MERIDIAN ENERGY LTD 

PHOTO BY NICOLA PONSONBY (MERIDIAN) 

 

3RD PLACE: WAIPORI NO 2 DAM  

OWNED BY TRUSTPOWER 

PHOTO BY LEAH KING (RILEY CONSULTANTS) 
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Event Report - 

NZSOLD TECHNICAL WORKSHOP - FAILURE MODES AND EFFECTS ANALYSIS -8 AUGUST 2018,  SUDIMA AUCKLAND 

AIRPORT HOTEL. 

In August, NZSOLD held the Dam Potential Failure Modes Workshop in Auckland.  The NZSOLD Management 
Committee and workshop organising team were delighted with attendance (90) and the high levels of participation 
during the day.  

The workshop presentations, case studies and group work provided education on Potential Failure Modes that built 
on the guidance in the NZ Dam Safety Guidelines ς why are Potential Failure Modes important, what practice do the 
Guidelines promote, how are Potential Failure Modes used, and how do they benefit the dam owner. 

Keynote presenter, Terry Oswell (Canada), provided excellent insight into Failure Modes Assessments at BC Hydro, 
and provided significant input to the group work activity ς many commented on the value of working together in 
groups to learn about failure modes identification. 

NZSOLD works hard to provide high value technical learning to its members, so if anyone wishes to provide feedback 
ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ do better, please send your feedback to dan.forster@damsafety.co.nz. 

 

 

 

mailto:dan.forster@damsafety.co.nz
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Event Report: ICOLD 26th Congress and 86th Annual Meeting -

Vienna July 2018 

!ǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ т b½{h[5 ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ L/h[5 ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ р ƻŦ 
the ICOLD Technical Committees. Reports from the Technical Committee Members are provided under ICOLD News.   

The Vienna congress started with 2 days for the Technical Committees to meet and make some progress on their 
various projects / bulletins. This was followed by a day for the ICOLD Congress where all member countries meet 
together in the General Assembly, and there are separate meetings of the regional clubs (NZ being part of the Asia-
Pacific club). Rebecca represented NZSOLD at these meetings with some moral support from Peter Mulvihill and Peter 
Lilley. 

 

 

General Assembly APG Meeting 

ICOLD presented Innovation Awards for the first time. One of the winners was a concept being researched in Austria 
for an underground pumped storage hydro scheme that also stores heat energy as shown in the following slide: 
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The congress was followed by a 2 day conference run by the Austrian Committee on Large Dams with four main 
themes: 

Q100: Reservoir Sedimentation and Sustainable Development 

Q101: Safety and Risk Analysis 

Q102: Geology and Dams 

Q103: Small Dams and Levees 

There were many interesting papers presented.  

One of the technical tours was to the Danube Freudenau hydro plant across the Danube river on the outskirts of 
Vienna.  This is one of a series of 8 stations on the Austrian stretch of this river. All have locks to enable the cruise 
ships to pass by. 
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Some of the social functions were held in very spectacular historic buildings in the centre of Vienna: 

 

Welcome Reception in Vienna Town Hall 

 

Classical music concert (Mozart and others)  in Vienna Konzerthaus 

 


